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Calendar of Events

Sept. 14th-  Chapter meeting @ the trailer off Airport Rd.  7:30 PM
Program:  Search in Progress!

Oct. 12th-  Nomination of Officers for 2013/14
Nov. 9th-   Election of Officers for 2013/14
Note: Chapter status report must be sent to H.Q. by Dec. 15th

December 15th-  EAA Chapter 15 Annual Dinner @ Big Run Golf Course 
Confirmed!  Arrive 5:45/6:15 PM (Also cash bar time)



Lou Seno Receives The “Master Pilot Award”
On September 01st, our own Lou Seno was awarded the FAA’s “Master Pilot Award”.  FAASTeam 
Program Manger Sam Heiter, along with Jim Klick, presented Lou with the award which is in 
recognition of pilots who have flown 50 years without incident and display the traits of a safe and 
professional pilot. The ceremony was witnessed by Chapter 15 members, Lewis University Airport 
personnel, the C.A.P., the EAA’s B-17 and visitors to the airport from Romeoville, Crest Hill, Lockport, 
Lemont, Plainfield, and Joliet. Congratulations, Lou!



From the Editor    Ray Moeller

Well, by the time you read this another Oshkosh has come, and gone. Hopefully some of you were able 
to make the trip and spend some time taking it all in. I made the trek on Monday the 23rd, and although it 
was a long day leaving Chicago at 3 a.m. and getting back home around midnight, I had a great time. I 
didn’t find any of the parts for my Skybolt project that I was hoping to, but I did get to spend a good 
deal of time checking out some really great examples of tube and fabric construction. I was also able to 
spend some time photographing and making mental notes on a couple of very nice Skybolts that were 
there. Actually, there were only 2 Skybolts that I was able to find so I had all the time in the world to 
give them both a really good study. One of them belonged to Randy Harris and was parked in front of 
the IAC Building. Randy finished his Skybolt in 1993, and he routinely gives it a thorough thrashing 
giving airshow performances across the country. Anyway, being the shy guy I am ( Ha!) I walked into 
the IAC building and asked the gentleman at the desk if Randy or one of his crew were around. He 
walked back to the pilot’s room, took a look, and returned to tell me that he wasn’t, and suggested that I 
check the Aircraft Specialties booth to see if he was hanging out there. I gave my thanks, and went back 
out to start taking some pictures of Randy’s Skybolt for my own reference later on. I wasn’t at it for 
long, when Randy showed up ( I think he was there to retrieve something from inside the plane ). 
Recognizing him from his website photo, I said “Hey.. you’re Randy Harris” to which he replied, “It 
wasn’t me.. I didn’t do it”. I introduced myself ( did I mention I was shy? ) told him that I was in the 
process of building a Skybolt, and stated that I’d really enjoy talking with him about his construction 
experience whenever he had some free time. Randy was very cordial and his only stipulation was that 
we talk in the shade ( It was already around 90 degrees ). We easily talked for a half-hour or so and he 
gave me some great insights on things he would do differently if he were to do it over, and explained 
some of the personal touches he built into his plane that I found really neat. 

A beautiful example 
of a “Firebolt” 
variation of the 
Skybolt on display 
at Oshkosh 2012. 
Unfortunately, I 
never did get to 
meet the owner to 
discuss the features 
of this airplane. The 
workmanship on 
this particular 
airplane was 
outstanding to say 
the least.



So you might ask, “What’s your point, Ray?” I guess my point is that my experience meeting and 
talking with Randy is just one more in the long list of great experiences I have had since deciding to get 
involved with the EAA again and getting started on what has been a dream for the last 20 years..  
building my own Skybolt. Meeting and slowly getting to know all of you in Chapter 15, as well as a 
number of the other local pilots, has really given me the motivation to keep working away at it, one 
component at a time and as I look down the road a couple of years from now, I can see that completed 
airplane sitting in the hangar and having the opportunity to share it with each and every one of you. 
Thanks for all the encouragement!

EAA B-17 Aluminum Overcast arrives at Lewis

I happened to be working away (well ok, doing more talking than work) on the morning of August 27th 
and took a stroll down to Bill Ford’s hangar as he was getting his Skyhawk ready for it’s annual 
inspection. As I took a look to the South, I was very surprised to see that Aluminum Overcast had snuck 
into the field without me noticing. I hadn’t heard her big radials, probably due to the fact I had been 
running the shopvac for a while putting to rest the final cleanup efforts after the last couple months of 
construction on the North side. After wrapping up, I rode over to the South side and spoke with Deb and 
a couple of the line guys in the office to see if the B-17 crew was around and get their permission to take 
a walk around. The crew had already left, but being as I was a “tenant” I was given the go-ahead to walk 
over and snap a few photos. What a beautiful piece of our American history! Hopefully you got a chance 
to make it out and see her.

September Newsletter Notes      by George Linkis

Chapter 15 Picnic     on August 11th went off without a hitch. We had 40 people attend (even though only 
28 had made reservations). The very last hotdog and burger were picked up by two of the Lewis Airport 
line guys. No leftovers-  that was close!  If you walked over a few hangars East of the picnic hangar 
(donated by Bob Kopeika) you were entertained by some live pipe organ music. Thanks to Joe Fisher 
and Joel Martin!

It was a clear, beautiful day and Bob was giving rides in his Skyhawk- that is until 2 o’clock when the 
TFR went into effect (Thanks, President Obama!). The raffle was a success. A lot of items were 
donated,  including a sleeping bag that was won by Janet Unger. Found out she chose the sleeping bag 
because she and Carl do a lot of outdoor camping (I didn’t know that!).

Lastly, thank you to the members who donated the chips, watermelon, salads and desserts. A special 
thanks to Larry Floyd who has established a tradition of providing ice cream cups! Have to wonder how 
he kept them frozen with no refrigeration immediately available thanks to the loss of our EAA building.

As usual, the membership really pitched in to move tables, chairs, grills, etc. to and from the 
picnic/storage sites. Thanks to Dale Klinefelter and Ed Langeland for purchasing and cooking the 
entrees. (Did I get everybody?!) As bleak a future and challenge that Chapter 15 faces, I am encouraged 
by the determined attitude of the membership and am looking forward to the picnic in 2013 and beyond.



Still looking for a Program Chairman. It will be another challenge to the Chairman as presently 
providing programs requiring a TV, DVD, or VHS is not available. Looking for solutions!

Chapter 15 has many members on the “sick list”. Too many to review except to let you know we 
have a new one joining this elite group. William Yarbrough just had an operation and we’re waiting for 
details (his last time on the list was several years ago after a knee operation). 

Chapter 15 Meeting Place Update. We contacted a contractor to possibly repair and restore the present 
(former??) EAA building. Repair/restore the roof and structure was estimated at $29,000. Restoration of 
the interior (remove old, wet plasterboard and install new) estimated at $22,000. The details of updating 
to modern building codes (electric, etc.) has not been explored. Because of the extent of the damage and 
repairs necessary, updating to current code may be mandatory.

At recent meetings we speculated that we might have had another 6 years (give or take) use of the 
building. We don’t feel that 6 years is enough to justify the investment of $51,000 plus.

Ideas (10 suggested alternatives) have included meeting at member’s homes, use of the Lewis Airport 
conference room, use of the Fitzgerald House, etc.  Ideally, the situation would be resolved through the 
construction of our own building. Drawings have been submitted to 3 different contractors. Cost 
estimates are expected to start arriving in the first week of September, hopefully before the September 
14th meeting. We are hoping for figures in the range of $80,000 to $100,000- a figure we believe we can 
handle without going to a bank! The submitted plans are for a basic structure, without heat. Heating and 
air conditioning could be installed in a later phase. This might require that the meetings in January and 
February be held in a different, heated location. Comments and suggestions requested!

Some great news:  Last month Joe Miller got his medical back. This month John Hoth got his medical 
back. It was a long flight for both of them!

Work Party: (Yes, again).. This one is for Saturday September 15th from 9 am to 2 pm. We need to 
clean the dust off of our stuff in hangar 7, repair the casters on two tables, check out our audio and 
television equipment, (dust again) and sort out the stuff we can’t sell and dump it. We need to get down 
to minimums in case we have to give up hangar 7 (we can only stay until someone wants it for an 
airplane!). We might need Joe Miller’s trailer!

To put a little fun into this work party, we plan to grill up some hot dogs and hamburgers. Please call 
George so we can get a head count @ 630-243-8213.

Project Corner by Ray Moeller

As construction on the North ramps continued through July and into August, the progress on my Skybolt 
project really slowed. As I write this, the contractor has finished with putting down the rough layer of 
asphalt, and will hopefully be completing the finish coat within the next week or so.

For a period of about 2 weeks, I was at a complete standstill because I had plastic and tarps draped in an 
attempt to minimize the amount of dust coating. The time and effort did pay off during the periods when 
the hangar doors were open all day long. After the concrete work was finished, I was able to remove the 



tarps and plastic, do some cleanup and set up an old table top on some sawhorses so that I could 
continue with the aileron construction.

I really have to chuckle when comparing the amount of time I’ve invested in the construction of the 
upper wing ailerons to the time estimate given in the builder’s notes provided by Hale Wallace from 
back in the day. His comments were that the ailerons could be completed in a matter of a few 
evenings…. Yeah, right! I suppose if you’ve done it before, you will know the areas that you can cut 
down some time by pre-cutting or shaping before gluing the structure together. However, I can tell you 
I’ve spent a good number of hours of hand sanding the tapers in the outer portion of each of them as 
well as smoothing/leveling in preparation for the mahogany ply sheeting that gets glued to the top and 
bottom forward portion of each.

I know some things I’ll do differently when it comes time to build up the lower wing ailerons! One of 
them being that I won’t be wearing any pants that have a cargo pocket or hammer loop on them. I had 
the bad experience of walking along the trailing edge of the wing, and the hammer loop on my pants 
grabbing the end of an aileron rib. There’s nothing like the snapping sound a Spruce capstrip makes to 
cause your heart to miss a few beats, and bring on the inevitable string of choice expletives. That one is 
going to cost me a few extra hours… 

I’m still looking for any news that members would like to share about the status of any builds or 
restorations they’re taking part in. Email me some photos and a paragraph or two to:  
ray@raymoeller.com 

Dale Klinefelter  sent me a link to a very well done video posted on YouTube.. check it out!
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcuDdPo0WZk

Taken any interesting day hops anywhere recently? Almost everyone has a phone with a camera these 
days. Why don’t you snap a picture or two and email me a few lines about the trip so I can throw that 
into the newsletter as well. Remember, it’s not just our members that read these newsletters as they’re 
also posted on the Chapter website. Somebody, somewhere else might just decide it’s a place they’d like 
to visit as well.
.

And in closing….

For Sale:  1/10th share in Cessna 152, $3,750.00   Rates $52.00/hr wet, and $40.00 monthly dues 
(Lowest rates in town!)  Must be an EAA Chapter 15 member. Call Dale Polak 708-969-0074 or 
George Linkis  630-243-8213

Wanted:  Used P185/70R14 tire for the Chapter 15 trailer. Call George @ 630-243-8213.

80 cf or 40 cf Oxygen cylinder for welding. Contact John Bruesch at 708-341-
7083 or email at:  bruesch@mchsi.com 
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