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E.A.A. Chapter 15 

Lewis University Airport 

George Michas Dr 

1 Executive Terminal 

Romeoville, IL 60446 

Meetings 2nd Friday each month (except August) 7:30 PM 



   

 

First Meeting January 1953     Incorporated July 1955                               
 

E.A.A. Chapter 15 

“Building a Solid Foundation for Aviation”  

 

Officers… 
 
President: 

 
Dale Kleinfelter 
12212 W. Ladybar Lane 
Orland Park, IL 60467 
708-357-7511  

 
 
Treasurer: 

 
Greg Terwee 
1137 Gillian St. 
Lemont, IL 60439 
630-460-7551 

 

  
 
 
 

 
Vice President: 

 
George Linkis 
1314 Arbor Dr. 
Lemont, IL 60439 
630-243-8213 

 
 
 

Secretary: 

 
Christa Bonk 
1022 Treeline Ct 
Lockport, IL 60441 
815-354-1749 

 

Committee Chairpersons… 
 

Building:     Jerry Massey       708-448-5225  Technical Counselor:Nick Selig 630-904-6964 

Building Assistant: Bill Yarbrough       815-230-3647     

Program:      Flight Advisor:        Nick Selig 630-904-6964 

Haedtler Award:     George Linkis      630-243-8213 
Fly-In Breakfast:     Jim Christopher     630-257-1705  Safety Information:  Jerry Schiera 708-301-7880 

Scholarship:     Mary Kleinfelter     708-288-5854 

Membership:     Don Bonk       815-354-1749          

   

Young Eagles:    John Petzke       630-585-5611  Airport NOTAMs:    Lewis Airport  815-838-9497 

Newsletter Editor: Sean Stribrny       708-645-6169  Events:     

Website:    Sean Stribrny       708-645-6169  Annual Dinner:   630-243-8213 

AWOS: LOT         815-588-4802  FSS Weather:   1800-WX-BRIEF  

Calendar of Events… 
October 14, 2011  EAA Chapter 15 Meeting 7:30p.m. @ EAA Building 
      Program: 
      Nomination for chapter officers for years 2012 & 2013 
      Chili Night: Start @ 6:30p.m. 
November 11, 2011  Election Chapter officer for 2012 & 2013 
December 10, 2011  EAA Chapter 15 Annual Dinner-Big Run Golf Course. 
May 13, 2012   EAA Chapter 15 Annual Breakfast at Lewis Airport.

www.15.eaachapter.org 



   

Program Review:  

September’s program made possible by 

Jerry Schiera was interesting.  Did not imagine 

how useful helicopters can be to the aviation 

community.  Their capability to fight fires more 

accurately as well as maintaining high tension 

lines from the air.   

 

EAA Chapter 15 meeting:  

Starts at 7:30p.m.  Note:  On these special fund 

raising nights starting at 6:30p.m. is standard 

procedure.  One hour for chow time. 

 

For Sale:   

Items that you need and we don’t.  We 

need to sell our spare assets in case we need to 

make a fast move. 

1. One four drawer steel cabinet (like new) $25.00 

2. One entertainment center (needs assembly) 

18”h, 48”w, 16”d $20.00 

3. Assortment of bolts $0.25, nuts $0.10, washers 

$0.05, etc. 

4. Approximately 2 cubic foot refrigerator.  Handy 

for when you need a beer while working on 

your car in the garage-or when you need a glass 

of milk when working on your airplane in the 

hanger.  Available for inspection at the EAA 

building. 

5. Surplus tools to build aircraft.  Drills, sander, 

bucking bars, hammers, etc. (Inquire for details) 

6. Surplus Breakfast grill.  Previously used for 

cooking sausages.  Uses 20lb propane tank. (not 

included) 

 

 

Member Re-connect:   

Lynda Perkowski called and by luck 

connected with the chapter again.  Lynda 

sounds positive and that includes driving, but 

she does not want to take long trips yet.  She 

thinks about the chapter 15 members.  Lynda 

sends her regards and best wishes. 

Chili Night: 

Chili night this year is October 14, 2011.  

As usual about four chili maker volunteers 

needed.  Other volunteers needed for crackers 

and desserts.  Cookers should plan on 

approximately thirty-five attending and a few 

second dippers.  Dippers welcome.  (Note of 

practicality.  Chili volunteers should prepare a 

batch for 15-20 servings.  Thus, four volunteers 

x 15 servings yields 60 total servings.)  That 

should cover the dippers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

October Raffle:   

So far we have a bottle of wine, a LED 

flashlight, a translator (German, Dutch, Italian, 

and Spanish) 

 

October Meeting:   

Plan on using the existing EAA building.  We 

should have two generators to take care of the 

coffee and lights if needed.  We are hoping to 

have power by October meeting.  Stay alert for 

possible changes. 

 

 

 

Air Show Tragedies:   

Jim Leeward was killed in the Reno Air 

Race.  Initial speculation to the cause of the 

crash was a trim tab that came free from the 

tail of the modified P-51 he was flying.  Chapter 

15 member Jim Click was at the race and may 

be able to contribute some facts.  At an air 

show in West Virginia, two T-28’s collided in 

mid-air.  Jerry Schiera may have more 

information on these accidents at the meeting.  

 

 

EAA Chapter 15 Future home:  

The economy has put a virtual strangle 

hold on this goal, but we are still working to 

achieve it.  We are still researching alternative 

locations and how to raise funds.  If you have 

any suggestions we can pursue, then please 

contact any chapter 15 officer and we’ll be glad 

to listen.  We do have an idea that Ken Stec is 

researching to determine the legality, liabilities, 

and succession of ownership.  It is not a simple 

assignment, but we hope to have a preliminary 

report in the next thirty days.  In the immediate 

future, since our lease expires January 1, 2012, 

Chris Lawson will do all he can to permit the 

existing EAA building to be available for our use. 

 

Cessna 172:  

Interest has been shown in buying a 

Cessna 172.  Lewis University still has it 

available though it has one hundred more hours 

on it.  Remember, we need ten members and 

money up front.  Also possible is a Piper 

Cherokee with a lot of upgrades.  For more 

information, check with Jerry Schiera.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

Cessna 152: 

A meeting was held September 24, 

2011 at the EAA building.  The purpose of this 

meeting was to follow-up and review 

procedures (Check lists, etc.).  The Chapter 15 

Aviation Inc. members have maintained a 

superior safety record since 1967, kept the cost 

of flying to a minimum without competing with 

flying schools.  As members move on, openings 

become available.  Keep checking the 

newsletter. 

 

SkyBolt Project: 

 

I’ve been wanting to build a Skybolt for 

nearly 20 years, but lots of life got in the way 

and I never got it started. Then last month I 

decided it was time, and I was ready to get 

going from scratch.  I did do some looking 

around the web and came across a classified on 

Barnstormers.com for a Skybolt project in 

Portage, WI that was up for sale.  

 So I sent him an email asking if he’d be 

interested in swapping for a boat, because I 

haven’t used it much of the last 3 years. I was 

really surprised to get a phone call the next day 

from the gentleman inquiring as to what kind of 

boat I had, and by the end of the call he told me 

he was interested and we arranged a day for 

me to travel to Portage and take a look at the 

project.  

There was a lot of back and forth on the 

phone while we waited for the weather to clear 

up enough for a water trial of the boat, but two 

weeks later he now is a happy boat owner, and I 

have a really nice Skybolt project! 

 

Chapter 15 Breakfast: 

John Knapik has made volunteering for 

Chapter 15 breakfast a number 1 priority even 

though he can not make the meetings.  He and 

his daughter Melissa have been volunteering 

since she was a little tyke.  She missed the last 

breakfast because it conflicted with her final 

exams.  She is attending Lewis University 

Nursing Program.  Good going Melissa and 

hopefully we will get you back in three or so 

years. 

 

Unique Aircraft Number: 

Mark Tijerina has a unique aircraft 

number: N924CM.  Most builders make up their 

numbers using lucky numbers, birth date, and 

their initials.  Mark’s numbers consists of his 

marriage anniversary with his wife’s initial and 

his initial.  September 24, Claudin, Mark. 

To celebrate their anniversary, a party 

was held at Lewis Airport inside the conference 



   

room.  There were balloons, cake, and about 

twenty-four pizzas.  All of the Chapter 15 

members were invited, but on short notice so 

putting out the word was limited. 

Within a few days it will be Mark’s 

birthday.  Mark has an RV7A he built most 

recently.  Due to his work schedule, Mark can 

not make the meetings, but he is present at the 

breakfast lending his trailer in addition to his 

labor to 3p.m.  Thanks Mark and 

congratulations on your wedding anniversary. 

 

Gene Littlefield: 

Pilot, mentor, safety advocate and air 
show performer, Gene Littlefield, 81, died 
October 1, 2011 at his home from a brain 
tumor. Littlefield was most known in aviation 
circles for “Gene Littlefield Air Shows” – a 
wingwalking and solo aerobatic act featuring his 
wife, Cheryl on the wings of their 450 Stearman 
biplane. 

Memorial services for Gene Littlefield 
will be held at 1 p.m. on Saturday, October 15, 
at the Aurora Municipal Airport in Sugar Grove, 
Illinois. In lieu of flowers, Gene’s family is 
requesting donations to the Joliet (Illinois) Area 
Community Hospice.  Donations in Gene’s 
memory can also be made to the EAA Young 
Eagles, a program that was important to him. 

 

 

Program Chairman Wanted: 

Need some chapter member to step up to bat 

(or you could be nominated for chapter office.  

Your choice.) 

 

 

 

 


