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E.A.A. Chapter 15 

Lewis University Airport 

One Hangar Dr 

1 Executive Terminal 

Romeoville, IL 60446 

Meetings 2nd Friday each month (except August) 7:30 PM 



   

 

First Meeting January 1953     Incorporated July 1955                               
 

E.A.A. Chapter 15 

“Building a Solid Foundation for Aviation”  

 

Officers… 
 
President: 

 
Dale Klinefelter 
12212 W. Ladybar Lane 
Orland Park, IL 60467 
708-357-7511  

 
 
Treasurer: 

 
Greg Terwee 
1137 Gillian St. 
Lemont, IL 60439 
630-460-7551 

 

  
 
 
 

 
Vice President: 

 
George Linkis 
1314 Arbor Dr. 
Lemont, IL 60439 
630-243-8213 

 
 
 

Secretary: 

 
Christa Bonk 
1022 Treeline Ct 
Lockport, IL 60441 
815-354-1749 

 

Committee Chairpersons… 
 

Building:     Jerry Massey       708-448-5225  Technical Counselor: Nick Selig 630-904-6964 

Building Assistant: Bill Yarbrough       815-230-3647     

Program:      Flight Advisor:        Nick Selig 630-904-6964 

Haedtler Award:     George Linkis      630-243-8213 
Fly-In Breakfast:     Jim Christopher     630-257-1705  Safety Information:  Jerry Schiera 708-301-7880 

Scholarship:     Mary Klinefelter     708-288-5854 

Membership:     Don Bonk       815-354-1749          

   

Young Eagles:    John Petzke       630-585-5611  Airport NOTAMs:    Lewis Airport  815-838-9497 

Newsletter Editor: Sean Stribrny       708-645-6169  Events:     

Website:    Sean Stribrny       708-645-6169  Annual Dinner:   630-243-8213 

AWOS: LOT         815-588-4802  FSS Weather:   1800-WX-BRIEF  

Calendar of Events… 
November 11, 2011  Election Chapter officer for 2012 & 2013 
December 10, 2011  EAA Chapter 15 Annual Dinner-Big Run Golf Course. 
May 13, 2012   EAA Chapter 15 Annual Breakfast at Lewis Airport.

  

www.15.eaachapter.org 



   

2011 Annual Dinner: 

 

The 2011 annual dinner is approaching and will 

be held at Big Run Golf Course.  Cost of the 

ticket is $21.00 each with the tax and gratuity 

included.  Arrive at 6:30pm to meet your friends 

and enjoy the cash bar.  Dinner will be served at 

7:00pm. and will be complimented by a raffle.  

The raffle items will be at least two surprise 

dinner baskets, which contain cheese and wine, 

a wrist watch, a cordless drill and screwdriver 

(18v DC).  Additional items are to be added 

before December 10th.  Please note that the 

reservations must be in by December 1, 2011. 

In addition to the raffle, the presentation of this 

year’s Marty Haedtler Award will be held as well 

as a $1000 scholarship to a Lewis University 

Aviation student.  We are also hopeful to get a 

guest speaker or entertainment of some kind 

for the evening. 

Lastly, the photos from the 2011 Pancake 

breakfast held at Lewis University will be shown 

by John Petzke. 

 

 

 

 

Good News: 

George Linkis wants to thank everyone who 

signed the Chapter 15 get well card.  Also would 

like to thank the individual cards he received.  

George had to have one foot of his colon 

removed, which was thankfully cancer free.  

The side benefit is George lost ten pounds.  

That’s one heavy piece of gut! 

Pilot Corner: 

 A Cessna 152 or Piper Cherokee is in some 

Chapter 15 members future.  Get your money in 

the bank as members sign up.  Look for the best 

deal.  At the same time the members of the 

Cessna 152 will show how to manage the books 

and set up a maintenance program.  The 152 

group has had a airplane since 1967 and never 

lost a dime! 

Pilots n Paws: 

Dale Klinefelter made a trip to Indianapolis 

November 2nd to retrieve a Bulldog and a couple 

of Shiatsus that needed homes.  Dale made sure 

to keep the dogs in separate cages.  Why you 

ask? Do you know what you get when you 

crossbreed a Bulldog with a Shiatsus???  A 

Bulls#$t!   

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dinnerinthesky.com/imgs_new/dinner_exclusive.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dinnerinthesky.com/dits_dinner/index.php&h=317&w=450&sz=23&tbnid=EMkPSsAfG5PFDM:&tbnh=102&tbnw=145&zoom=1&docid=RkqxexvKEgj_8M&hl=en&sa=X&ei=HoG6TpXuCuWHsgK6qYyiCA&ved=0CEQQ9QEwCQ&dur=867
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://phoenix.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/Dog-is-Air-Freight.jpg&imgrefurl=http://phoenix.org/columns/travel/my-dog-is-air-freight/&h=337&w=450&sz=68&tbnid=BJBqFVNVMaUNdM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=131&zoom=1&docid=oWj9PDa4WicxyM&hl=en&sa=X&ei=WoS6Tvu2IOGasgKjiomZCA&ved=0CEEQ9QEwCA&dur=453


   

Young Eagles Remember: 

He was on his way home from a trip and was 

trying to get a special lower price at the ticket 

counter.  He was refused, but then one of the 

pilots came up to him and asked him if he was 

really Greg Terwee, when he confirmed it, the 

young pilot told him that he got his first flight 

from him through the Young Eagles program, 

and Greg would indeed get the special price.    

The experience of the flight must have been so 

great that Greg flew first class the rest of the 

way.  (Detailed interview to follow next month). 

Member Pieces: 

Gene Littlefield is now a permanent part of 

Aurora Airport.  Saturday October 15, 2011 was 

a beautiful sunny day with a brisk wind.  Gene 

Littlefield’s memorial service was in the red 

hanger at Aurora Airport. 

When we walked into the hanger, we saw a 

long row of tables pushed together with white 

tablecloths and on them were all of Gene 

Littlefield’s awards, including his diploma from 

Lewis University.  It was mindboggling how one 

man could accomplish so much!   Towards the 

middle of the table was a monitor with a 

slideshow of him and Cheryl  Littlefield, their 

children, and Gene as a young man in the 

military.  It also showed him in many hangers, 

including Chapter 15’s (I recognized the 

wallpaper).   

After that we sat down and the mass started.  It 

was a beautiful ceremony, I still can’t get 

“Eagles’ Wings” out of my head.  Before one of 

his sons did his part of a reading, he 

commented on all the people that came out 

and how proud his father would have been.  As 

I walked around, I heard several people say they 

had to drive, because of the wind.  There was 

also a long table with food catered in on the 

other side of the hanger. 

After the ceremony people started going 

outside.  It was pretty chilly and the wind gusts 

were really bad.  I heard Cheryl Littlefield say:  

“Come out and enjoy the air show!”  Yes, I 

heard right.  There were four different war 

planes, the brave pilots who flew them were:  

Mr. Blado, Brad Decker, Mike Gilland, and John 

O’Connor.  They did the missing man formation, 

and then Cindy Limbach took Cheryl Littlefield 

up in the Stearman, and after a few passes with 

what I believe was their old soundtrack from 

the air shows  playing and Cheryl waving, they 

made one last pass and spread the ashes of 

Gene Littlefield. 

Christa Bonk 

               

 

  



   

 

MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 14, 2011 

MEETING 
 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:45 p.m. 

at the Clubhouse at Lewis Airport.  Present 

were Dale Klinefelter, Greg Terwee, and 

Christa Bonk.  George Linkis was absent. 

 

Reading of Minutes:  We dispensed with 

reading of minutes to shorten the meeting. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  The treasurer’s report 

was read by Greg Terwee and approved as 

read.  

 

Guests:  Our guest was Henry Lisowski 

from breakfast.. 

 

Membership:   No report. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Christmas Dinner:  Dale Klinefelter 

mentioned that we should try to bring some 

special  items for the raffle at the annual 

Christmas dinner. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Chili Night:    We enjoyed four kinds of 

chili tonight with all the trimmings anyone 

could think of.  It was delicious.  There was 

also a great assortment of deserts. 

 

Memorial Service for Gene Littlefield:  
There will be a Celebration of Gene 

Littlefield’s life in the Red Hanger at Aurora 

Airport on Saturday, October 15, 2011. 

 

Who’s Ill and Who’s Recovering:  George 

Linkis is at Palos Hospital, he had surgery 

and is recovering nicely.  Also, Carl Unger’s 

son, Bobby, is at Palos Hospital.  Lou Seno 

is starting to get around. 

 

Young Eagles:  No report, but Greg Terwee 

shared an experience he had recently.  He 

was on his way home from a trip and was 

trying to get a special lower price at the 

ticket counter.  He was refused, but then one 

of the pilots came up to him and asked him 

if he was really Greg Terwee, when he 

confirmed it, the young pilot told him that 

he got his first flight from him through the 

Young Eagles program, and Greg would 

indeed get the special price.  The moral is, 

the Young Eagles Program really does affect 

lives. 

 

Dale Klinefelter announced that we can get 

EAA calendars for $10.00 each. 

 

The next meeting will be election night. 

 

Gerald Massey made the motion to adjourn 

the meeting at 8:05 p.m., Larry Floyd 

seconded the motion. 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

RAFFLE Winners 

 

Wine, won by Donald Bonk 

 

Witch,   won by Mr. Crawford 

 

Flashlight, won by Ed Langland 

 

Catalog, won by Bob 

 

Translator, won by Les Langland 

 

 

 


