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May 2018
The Official Newsletter of The Experimental Aircraft Association

Chapter 15, Lewis University Airport, Romeoville, Illinois.

Meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7PM.

May 08, 2018 EAA 15 Monthly Meeting KLOT Terminal Conference Room

June 10, 2018 EAA 15 Pancake Breakfast Fly-in WOW event

July 23-29, 2018 EAA Oshkosh AirVenture Oshkosh, WI

Calendar of Events

www.15.eaachapter.org



President's Notes
from Jerry Ossowski

We have tentatively scheduled another “targeted” Young Eagles day for Saturday, May 26. If 
you can fly YE’s that day, or if you can help out with ground stuff, please let me know. This program 
aims to expand our relationship with High Schools students and their families.

Lewis University is participating in the Air Race Classic.  Jane Zieba and Megan Shaffer are 
racer #50 and will be flying from Sweetwater, Texas across the country to Fryeburg, Maine. They leave
in June; follow the action on Facebook at Lewis University Air Race Classic Team. (You’ll recognize 
Jane; she’s the CFII who provides us with technical and legal advice during our VMC club meetings!)
 

Thursday night hang-out at Bob K’s hangar are on as of May 3. Bob will send out a text if the 
weather or other circumstances require a cancellation. If you don’t hear from him, c’mon out! 

Camping at Oshkosh: if you want to reserve a site with Ch 15 (which will be next to the Ch 461 
site), let Josh Krecek know ASAP. Josh has volunteered to help coordinate the acquisition and sharing 
of the camping spots. joshkrecek@gmail.com  Remember, if you’re only interested in a couple days, let 
him know which days and he'll try to match you with someone who wants the other days that week. 
Oshkosh requires that we take (and pay for) the site for the full week, but we can move people in-and-
out. Josh will need to know which dates, what type of camper/tent, and your EAA#.

 The Chapter 15 scholarships for Lewis University have been posted. For students, go to 

http://www.lewisu.edu/admissions/finaid/scholarships.htm to apply. 

DUATS Program Discontinued

In case you missed the email that Jerry O. put out a couple weeks ago, DUATS is going to be 
discontinued, and effective May 16, 2018 internet services for access to weather, aeronautical 
information, flight plan filing and automated services will be available at www.1800wxbrief.com.

Please visit www.1800wxbrief.com to register for free.

Andrew High School Homebuilt Project

Very nice write-up about the Andrew High School students homebuilt project that was featured 
in the Chicago Tribune.
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/daily-southtown/news/ct-sta-andrew-students-plane-st-0414-
story.html
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Moonbeam McSWINE back in the U.S.

The Warbird Heritage Foundation is pleased to announce the homecoming of Moonbeam 
McSwine. WHF has purchased Moonbeam from its most recent owner, Mr. Frederic Akary of France. 
Moonbeam has arrived in the US and will be re-assembled at Tab-Air in East Troy, Wisconsin. This is 
the Mustang that Vlado Lenoch flew for over 20 years on the Airshow circuit and we hope to have it 
flying again soon to honor Vlado's memory. The new aircraft registration number will be N51VL. Look
for it in the skies this summer.
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News From JRPD

2018 will have some construction projects going on at KLOT. The Executive Terminal Parking 
lot will be expanded and an overlay put down. Work is expected to start in July. D Construction is the 
low bidder. (I've noticed their machines in downtown Lockport working on the roadway.. I hope our 
project moves along faster than that one-Editor). Additionally, there's a punchlist and some landscaping
leftover from last year's runway improvements along 9/27 that will necessitate some closures. 

NASCAR 2018 will be taking place the last weekend of June-July 1st. The temporary tower will
be in place, and notification of hours of operation and frequencies will be forthcoming. 

EAA 15 Pancake Breakfast- Right Around The Corner!

June 10th will mark the 47th Annual Pancake Breakfast hosted by EAA Chapter 15. There has 
been quite a bit of work going on behind the scenes, and it'll be on us before we know it. There's 
always room for additional volunteers, so please sign up ASAP with Darren Lilja and let him know 
what hours you're capable of filling and what you're willing to do, or click here for an online volunteer 
signup form. I hope that the weather cooperates with our date, because this year's event promises to be 
something really cool!

A Word From Our Breakfast/Event Director:

Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to take this time to thank each and every one
of you who entrusted me with this tremendous responsibility of resurrecting the Annual
Pancake Breakfast. As we know, we were in transition last year and there really
wasn’t anyone in charge. So, without going into a long story of how and why I
wanted to do this (that will be addressed in a future Beacon issue), I’m going to
provide some information.

1) We are less than 40 days away from OUR BIG DAY. Time is moving by too
fast and we can’t sit here and watch it fly by!

2) We need more volunteers. We are still looking for a few more volunteers to
help out with the food, in both the morning and the afternoon lunch hours. With 
everyone’s help, even just an hour or 2, we will make this a very successful event.

3) We need to spread the word to the aviation community. After last year, I’ve
been in high gear contacting people who have been to our breakfast in the past and 
telling each and every person that this year is FAR different than the past. I’ve raised a 
few eyebrows, but I can only reach out to a small sample of pilots. Many of you have 
been in aviation far longer than I have and that’s why I’m tapping into everyone. Let’s 
fill the ramp!
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4) Our program is coming along nicely. BUT, we still have room for a few more.
Deadline for ads in the program are due by May 10th. Get the word out, it’s the home 
stretch.

5) Still haven’t sent me a picture of your plane? Get it to me ASAP. We may
dedicate one page to a collage of member’s pictures. Email them to:
wowflyin@comcast.net

We have official sponsors for the event. I’ve reached out to several local and 
national businesses’ that were more than generous to take out advertising in the 
program and renting spots available to showcase their merchandise. All of the sponsors
are listed on the sponsor’s page at the event website, www.wowflyin.com. Just click on 
the sponsor button to see who we have. It’s being updated as they sign aboard. Most 
importantly, LETS HAVE FUN! So, with that said… I’ve said enough. Look for a few 
more emails over the next 3-4 weeks for more updates.

Darren ‘Dagwood’ Lilja
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First Name Last Name Title E-Mail

Jerry Ossowski President jerry_osso@comcast.net

Jerry Schiera Vice President ggerald@juno.com

Terry Scott Secretary trscott0@gmail.com

Ralph Benway Treasurer ralph.benway@gmail.com

Wayne Brazinski Board Member wbrazinski@gmail.com

Bob Kopeika Board Member GPBOB1@sbcglobal.net

Lee Nelson Board Member  

Tom Williams Board Member jrtwms@sbcglobal.net
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