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Well, we’re 2 months in to 2020 and
things are starting to fall in to place.
What are we doing? Preparation for this
years Poker Run has started early this
time around. There are a few new
changes being implemented, including
expanding to include more airports and
adding new prizes to be given away.
We’re moving it back to a Saturday date
this year to accommodate the possibility
of bad weather and having the rain date
the very next day. More information is
coming soon. Also, we’re on a mission
for 2020: Fundraising for an EAA

Building. Until recently, we lost focus
on that mission. Our breakfast use to be
our main event, but times have changed.
Attendance had dwindled the last few
years, mostly because of the weather. But
after the ‘funnel cake experiment’, a
couple new opportunities have come our
way. If you’ve attended a meeting
recently, you heard about a few of them.
But as of Feb 26th, a couple more have
come across the table. Information about
them will be presented at the next
meeting. Want to more, come on out on
Tuesday the 10th.

8th Annual Chicagoland EAA Chapter
Leaders Conference Recap
The 8th Annual Chicagoland EAA
Chapter Leaders Conference was held on
February 22nd at Schaumberg Airport.
EAA Chapter 15 President Darren Lilja
and Secretary Terry Scott attended ‘the
gathering of minds’ and shared their
thoughts about the health of the chapter
and networked with the other leaders in
attendance. We had a special guest at the
function, Megan Hart, who came down
from EAA HQ. Her position is with
Chapter Outreach and started working
there fairly recently. She’s been learning
on the fly and is doing a great job. Many
topics were discussed, ranging from
membership outreach and retention to
individual chapter events…including a
cooperation of chapters for either a
Young Eagles Rally at Midway airport or
a large one day YE event at an outskirt
airport.
Megan talked about EAA’s new
website option for EAA Chapters,
transitioning
from
webs.com
to

sitecore.com. All sites currently at webs
will be taken offline at the end of March.
She indicated all information will be lost
and that each chapter should backup all
content. Another topic she touched upon
was new concept to assist chapters
hosting aviation camps. Megan is leading
a beta test and is looking for chapters to
be the guinea pigs :)
Another topic was uniting as a group to
help out one another. During lunch,
several ideas and phone numbers were
shared with the anticipation of a co-op in
the near future. Chapter 15 has some
‘darts in the air’ and hopefully a couple
will stick.
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Name That Plane

Congratulations to Matt Giles for correctly
identifying our February mystery airplane as the
Howard DGA-15. Many people guessed it
correctly but Matt’s name was pulled from the
hat. This months prize:
EAA Chapter 15 Golf
shirt. Wear it proud!
The Howard DGA-15
was a single-engine
civil aircraft produced in the United States by
the Howard Aircraft Corporation from 1939 to
1944. After the United States' entry into World
War II, it was built in large numbers for the
United States Navy and also served various
roles in the United States Army Air Forces.
The Howard Aircraft Company (later
Howard Aircraft Corporation) was formed in
1936 to build commercial derivatives of the
Howard DGA-6 (named Mister Mulligan), a
successful four-seat racing aircraft which had
won both the Bendix and Thompson Trophies in
1935, the only aircraft ever to win both races.
These successes did indeed bring the DGA
series much attention, and Howard produced a
series of closely related models differing mainly
in the engine type, consisting of the DGA-7, -8,
-9, -11 and -12. Offering high performance and
being comprehensively equipped, despite a high
purchase price, these became coveted aircraft
owned by corporations, wealthy individuals,
and movie stars, such as Wallace Beery, who
was himself a pilot.
In 1939, the Howard Aircraft Corporation
produced a new development of the basic
design, the DGA-15. Like its predecessors, the
DGA-15 was a single-engined high-winged
monoplane with a wooden wing and a steel-tube
-truss fuselage, but it was distinguished by a
deeper and wider fuselage, allowing five people
to be seated in comfort. It was available in

several versions, differing in the engine fitted.
The DGA-15P was powered by a Pratt &
Whitney R-985 Wasp Junior radial engine,
while the DGA-15J used a Jacobs L6MB and
the DGA-15W a Wright R-760-E2 Whirlwind.
In an era when airlines were flying Douglas DC
-3s, the Howards cruising at 160 to 170 mph
could match their speed, range and comfort with
the rear seat leg room exceeding airline
standards with limousine-like capaciousness,
and high wing loading allowing the Howards to
ride through most turbulence comfortably.
Prior to the attack on Pearl Harbor in December
1941, about 80 DGA-8 through -15 aircraft had
been built at the Howard Aircraft Corporation
factory on the south side of Chicago Municipal
Airport. With America's entry into World War
II, most of the civilian Howards were
commandeered by the military. The Army used
them as officer transports and as air
ambulances, with the designation UC-70. The
Navy, in particular, much liked the aircraft and
contracted Howard Aircraft Corporation to
build hundreds of DGA-15Ps to its own
specifications. They were used variously under
several designations as an officers' utility
transport (GH-1, GH-3), aerial ambulance (GH2), and for instrument training (NH-1). A
second factory was opened at Dupage County
airport, west of Chicago, and about 520 DGA15s were eventually completed.
In the post-war years, Howards DGA series
were prized more for their utility than for their
clean lines. Contemporary cabin aircraft have
already become antiques, living pampered lives
as show pieces rather than working aircraft. In
the 1960s a modification was offered by the
(Continued on page 3)
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(continued from page 2)

Sources:

Jobmaster company of
Renton, Washington,
including
additional
seating, windows, and
float
installation
making Howard DGA15s attractive to bush operators. The large cabin
proved popular with sky-divers as low-capitaloutlay, low-operating-cost jumping platforms.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howard_DGA-15
http://www.howardaircraft.org/aircraft/116howard-dga-15

With most of the working Howard DGAs
retired from active commercial service, they
have become popular as restoration subjects and
as alternatives to more modern equivalents with
higher cost of ownership.
More than 50 of the
Howard variants are still
flying in the United
States, mostly DGA-15s,
with about 100 total
remaining in the United
States. Superb travelling
airplanes with much better visibility, headroom,
and shoulder room than some contemporary
cabin aircraft, they have very long "legs" with a
fuel capacity of 151 gallons in 3 belly-mounted
tanks, giving an endurance of more than 7
hours, for a range, at normal cruise
(130kts/150mph), of over 1,000 statute miles.
With modern avionics, the Howard can compete
in many respects with many contemporary light
aircraft, due to its combination of room,
comfort,
speed,
range and carrying
capacity.

Here is your mystery aircraft for March. Slightly
harder than last months. Who will correctly guess?
This month’s prize: Courtesy of Ryan Reynolds, a
fresh new bottle of Aviation Gin (must be over 21
to receive. If under 21, we’ll substitute). email us
at info@eaa15.org with the following information
about this month’s mystery aircraft? Answers due
by March 9th 5pm

1. Who designed and built it?
2. What is its designation/name? i.e. C-172
Skyhawk, PA28-140 Cherokee, etc.?
3. What year did it first fly?
4. How many were produced?
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News From Oshkosh

EAA Offers Young People Free AirVenture Admission With Boeing Support
Youths age 18 and under will be admitted free to EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2020 as a way to
introduce more youth to the possibilities in the world of flight.
The Boeing Company is financially supporting this effort for the next two years to encourage more
aviation-minded families and their children to attend the event that brings more than 10,000 aircraft
from around the world to Oshkosh each year. The free youth admission is available throughout
AirVenture week.

EAA Supports Addition of Stepdown Fix to Chicago Airspace
EAA supported AOPA's comments to the FAA requesting the addition of a stepdown fix to the
Chicago airspace near Midway Airport to avoid persistent traffic collision avoidance system
(TCAS) resolution advisories (RAs) in the area.
The support came in the form of comments filed to the FAA that reinforced the notion that the
stepdown solution, which takes airline traffic over the Chicago Lake Shore VFR route entirely,
would render any discussion of expanding Midway's Class C airspace moot by eliminating the need
for TCAS RAs to be issued.

EAA also affirmed the importance of the Lake Shore VFR route to AirVenture attendees in the
comments.
"Pilots flying into EAA AirVenture Oshkosh each year heavily utilize the Chicago Lake Shore VFR
route," the comments stated. "The majority of aircraft coming into Oshkosh are single engine and
the pilots typically are not comfortable transiting over Lake Michigan. This means that traffic
arriving in Oshkosh from the south and east must transition around Chicago's airspace one way or
another, and the Lake Shore VFR route is a popular and safe option. It is imperative that both airline
and general aviation traffic be accommodated in this airspace."
EAA will continue to monitor this issue and advocate for the preservation of the Chicago Lake
Shore VFR route.

EAA Created A Hands-On Build-And-Fly R/C Model Building, Flying Program
Bringing hands-on aviation activities to young people is the goal as EAA and the Academy of
Model Aeronautics (AMA) unveil the new “Young Eagles Build and Fly” program to engage youth
in hands-on building and flying of radio-control aircraft.
The initiative provides EAA chapters the opportunity to purchase a specially designed SIG LT-40
eKadet kit, all building materials, electronics, and accessories that are needed to complete and fly
the radio-controlled model. Thanks to the generous support of the Burgher Fund and discounts
provided by SIG Manufacturing and Horizon Hobby, the complete project is available to EAA
Chapters for just $500, approximately one-third the usual retail price.
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FBOs’: Questions to ask about fueling

Pilots, Directors of Maintenance, and owners rely on FBOs to fuel their aircraft to specifications
every time. They expect the fuel to be of the highest quality, trusting it has been properly handled and
stored so it remains free of contamination and water. This is only accomplished through teamwork,
training, and established procedures.
However, when it comes to jet fuel, not all FBOs are the
same. Your best guarantee to receiving high-quality fuel
every time is to ask questions.
Below are questions to ask on your first visit to an FBO.
Every line service employee handling fuel service should be
able to answer these questions without hesitation.
1.
Do you have an active SMS? Are you IS-BAH Certified?
The safety of customers, team members, and aircraft should be a top FBO priority. FBOs with
established SMS or Safety Management Systems are operating in a manner that is as safe as possible.
The goal of SMS is to identify risks and implement policies and procedures company-wide that will
mitigate those risks.
FBOs that have received the IS-BAH (International Standard for Business Aircraft Handling)
accreditation have taken further steps to meet a set of global industry best practices for business
aviation ground handlers that feature at its core a safety management system. This accreditation
indicates the FBO is serious about safety and customer care in all aspects of its aircraft service. The
rigorous standards established through the IS-BAH program set a high bar for the industry.
2.
Do you sump your fuel trucks daily? When? What do you check?
Daily sumping of all fuel trucks ensures they are in proper working order with effective hoses,
charged fire extinguishers, and completely clean of contaminants. Sumps should be conducted
consistently at the same time every day to identify any trends.
3.
Do you follow ATA 103 (US) or JIG (International)?
Only FBOs with commercial fuel contracts are required to follow the ATA 103 Standard for Jet Fuel
Quality at Airports and Military compliance. This standard provides guidance for the safe storage and
distribution of jet fuel. If the FBO is not following ATA 103 standards or JIG, then your next
question should be ‘what are your quality control procedures?’
4.
Do you have any BlueDEF (diesel exhaust fluid) equipment on the field?
If the answer to this question is yes, your very next question needs to be ‘What is your DEF policy?’
BlueDEF contamination in jet fuel is a very serious issue. DEF is a colorless additive used with diesel
engines to reduce emissions, and when mistakenly added to jet fuel, can trigger reactions including
the formation of crystals that can plug fuel filters and damage other engine components. DEF and
FSII (fuel system icing inhibitor) additives, also known as Prist, are similar in appearance, so it is
imperative that proper precautions are taken to ensure they are not mixed up.
(Continued on page 10)
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Brought to you by:

Here’s some recent pictures of Bob Kopeika’s progress on his Rans S-21. Fuselage is complete,
dash panel is in place. Bob recently picked up his motor in Wisconsin and didn’t waste any time
getting it mounted. He’s now concentrating on the firewall forward.
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A Word From the Prez
Well, I don’t really know if I like
this part of the newsletter. I’m not
sure what I’m suppose to write
each and every month. Most of the
things I’d like to talk about are
already in the newsletter. And
there a lot of things I’d like to say
but… well... it’s probably not the right time. I
could write about all of the things we have
coming up for the year… but it’s probably
already on the website (www.eaa15.org) or in
one of the newsletters.
Oh, I bought a new truck last week
for my business. I picked it up in
Palmyra, IL, which is about 30 mins
south of Springfield. I left with my
dad around 6am and was back in
town around 5pm. It’s a refrigerated
Prairie Farms milk truck (pictured). The truck
runs fine and the box works as it should. As I
was driving back, I was thinking ‘How could
the chapter use it?’. We could use it to store
bagged eggs and sausage for our next pancake
breakfast? (I know some of you are cringing
right now… don’t worry, we still have our old
refrigerators). We could use it as a rolling
billboard. Kind of like those trucks you see
driving down the Vegas strip (minus the adult
pictures). How about for our meetings? It’s
pretty long… about 20 ft. I think we could fit
about 10 people in there comfortably on a 90

degree day. But I think the smell of old stale
milk might be a little overwhelming for some
folks. Or, I was thinking a couple of us could
dress in some white jumpsuits and stop by all
the gas stations that carry Prairie Farms milk
and tell them there’s a recall on the last
shipment. We can then load it up and run over
to Montana Charlie’s and sell. People love milk
when they’re eating mini donuts. I’m not sure if
milk would go with funnel cakes, I’m sure
someone would drink it. Or, do that in the fall…
you know, repossess the milk and…
well… drop it from a bunch of
planes?? People can then eat funnel
cakes and donuts while watching milk
‘being dropped from the sky’.
I ran through a bunch of other ideas,
but I think I’ll stick with it’s intended
use. They do have another truck down there...
and I know they’ll be calling me
looking to sell it. Maybe I can talk
them in to donating it? If that
happens, we’ll have to look on
eBay for some white jumpsuits.
Or… I can simply write a letter to
Prairie Farms and see if they’ll be a
chapter sponsor. Milk and Gin…
we’ll cover all ages. I wonder how
well they mix :)

Darren

A Word From...

Keep up the good work. Can I have a bottle of Aviation Gin since I wrote something for your
newsletter? If not, then you’re not doing a good job. Go ahead, put that in your newsletter. But
seriously, a bottle will get you a better article next month. - Anonymous
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What’s happening in 2020

Flying Start May 16th, 2020: The Chapter will once again hold the
annual EAA Flying Start event on Saturday May 16th starting at 9am. The
purpose of the event to welcome and encourage new aviation enthusiasts to
the fun, freedom, and accessibility of personal aviation. The program consists
of an EAA-prepared PowerPoint presentation and video that provide the
attendees with information about learning to fly. The presentation is capped off with an EAA Eagle
Flight for each attendee.. The goal of the Flying Start program is to provide interested adults a
pathway to flight training and involvement with their local EAA chapter.
The Poker Run will be back for 2020. We ar e scheduled to only do one run
next year and it will be well worth it. 2019 year was a learning curve and we
mow have it figured out. Look for the scheduled date around mid February.
The Challenge: What is it? An event that will include EAA Chapter s in the
area via invitation for a one day special event called “The Challenge”. It
promises to be nothing like anything any of the Chapters have ever participated
in. And the great thing about it, non EAA Chapter members will be able to
participate and enjoy the days events. EAA Chapter 15 will be supporting this
non-chapter event which will be held in the second half of 2020. Info about the event will be
unveiled in mid March. Stay tuned!
AirVenture 2020: Dates: July 20-26 When was the last time you went to Oshkosh for
AirVenture? Ok, when was the last time you camped at AirVenture? Did you know: EAA offers 6
camping spots to each EAA Chapter that are grouped together on the grounds... and are near the
south entrance by the flea market. Last year, 3 Chapter 15 members took advantage of camping in
close quarters to each other, along with members from Chapters 461 and 579. Between the 3
chapters, there were a total of 18 spots located in one area. Also, Chapter 15 hosted a Thursday
Night cookout, just like a ‘DB Thursday’, but an ‘on-the-road’ version.
Members from 6 different Illinois chapters attended and all had a great time. So,
we’re going to do it again! So why not come on up and enjoy AirVenture 2020
and hang out. Even if you can’t make it the whole week, come on up and enjoy
a couple days and swing on by Thursday night to hang out with friends... and
make a few new friends while you’re at it! If interested, send an email to
info@eaa15.org and we’ll fill you in on the details. More information will be posted in the
newsletter as we get closer to the dates.
September: Check back about our once in a lifetime event. Yes, it’s tr uly once in a lifetime.
More information and website information will be available shortly.
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195 1982 Cessna 152 Share: $3000 (New Lower Price)
Matt Marek (630) 247-8051
$55/hr wet + $55/month dues which covers partner's portion of hangar, insurance, routine
maintenance, etc.
Key Points

N80146
Dual King KX155 Nav Coms
Garmin 340 Audio Panel
King KLN-94 GPS •
Garmin GTX 327 Mode C Transponder
Monroy ATD-200 Air Traffic Detector
Pitot Heat
New Imron Paint (stripped/repainted) and new interior in 2004
Tanis Heater
ADS-B Compliant
Additional upgrades and maintenance records available, too much to list! • Hangar adjacent to
runway (KLOT)• Great Chicago area aircraft for building hours, obtaining instrument rating, and
all-around flying











1990 GMC Suburban, 3/4 ton Diesel' 111,059 miles.
$5,000.00.
If interested please contact Larry at 815-838-9243, or daughter Teddi at
708 949-8325..
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FBOs’: Questions to ask about fueling

(Continued from Page 5)
Pilots should stay with their aircraft during fueling to ensure they know what is being put into their
aircraft, and they should never be afraid to ask questions.
5.
Are there new employees on the field? How are they being trained?
It is not unusual to see a new line service employee around your aircraft. Don’t be alarmed, but be
observant. Many errors that happen with new employees have to do with gaps in their training. Are
they parking the fuel truck outside the safety diamond? Did they chock the truck? Are they following
speed limits on the ramp?
6.
If the ramp appears different, inquire about new FBO management or different fuel
handling procedures.
Change is good if it enhances the safety and quality of the FBO experience.
FBOs that are able to provide a quick and satisfactory answer to all of the questions above are
committed to providing the highest quality fuel with safety and customer service in mind.
Stay curious, my friends. Ask questions and don’t stop until you satisfied with the answers you hear.

Chapter Merchandise:
Chapter Shirts $20 (Multiple colors available)

Coming soon: New Hats and Merchandise! The new items and designs are currently being
produced and they’ll be available for purchase shortly.

www.facebook.com/eaachapter15
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EAA Chapter 15 Non-Profit Declaration and Legal
Disclaimer

1955-2020

EAA Chapter 15 exists as a non-profit organization whose sole purpose is to promote the interests of
its members, aviation. EAA Chapter Officers, Directors and Leaders serve without compensation
and have sworn to carry out the will of the membership by means of Democratic processes and rules
of order set forth in the Chapter‟s by-laws. No claim is made and no liability is assumed, expressed
or implied as to the accuracy or safety of material presented in this publication. Viewpoints of those
who contribute to this newsletter are not necessarily those of EAA Chapter 15, the EAA, or their
board members. You must be of good character, adhere to the chapters by-laws, and respect the
chapters Mission and Value Statement to become a member of the chapter. Dues are $20.00 per year
payable to EAA Chapter 15. Chapter dues are payable at the first meeting of the calendar year.
Member correspondence and newsletter contributions are encouraged to be submitted by email to
info@eaa15.org by the 27th of month to be considered for the next newsletter. Membership can be
found at www.eaa15.org/membership.htm. The form can be filled out and mailed to the address:
EAA Chapter 15
1 George Michas Drive
Romeoville, IL 60446
EAA Chapter 15 meetings:
2nd Tuesday of each month
Board Meeting 6:00 pm
General Meeting 7:00 pm
Location: Lewis Airport (KLOT) in the main conference room.
1 George Michas Dr.
Romeoville, IL 60446
Website: www.eaa15.org

President

Darren Lilja

darren@eaa15.org

Vice President

Jerry Shiera

ggerald@juno.com

Secretary

Terry Scott

terrys@eaa15.org

Treasurer

Tom Williams

jrtwms@sbcglobal.net

Board Member

Bob Kopeika

gpbob1@sbcglobal.net

Board Member

Bob Remedi

Coming soon

Board Member

Jerry Ossowski

Jerry_osso@comcast.net

Board Member

Lee Nelson

Coming Soon

Newsletter Editors

Ray Moeller/Darren Lilja

ray@raymoeller.com
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Advertisement Prices for EAA 15 Newsletter
Size (percent page)

Monthly

10% (business card
size)

Per YEAR

Savings

$ 35.00

25%

$8

$ 86.40

10%

50%

$ 15

$ 153.00

10%

100%

$ 30

$ 324.00

15%

Classified ads

(Members

Only)

Free
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Prestige Worldwide Aviation LLC.
-Flight Instruction -Aircraft Detailing
-Aircraft Rental
-Photography
Flight Instruction







Photography

Private
Commercial
High Performance
Complex
Aircraft Provided if needed








Aircraft Detailing









Interior Cleaning
Full Carpet Shampoo
Leather Restoration
Exterior Degreasing
Paint Restoration
Metal Spinner Polishing
Exterior Ceramic Coating
Free Consult and Quotes available!
Michael Weimer, CFI
President
630-209-4849
mweimer043@gmail.com
Hangar G-9 @ KLOT
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Membership Application or Renewal

Please print and complete this form and mail to the address below with a
1955-2020

check for $20 for the Chapter’s 2020 dues. If you are a new member,
please check the appropriate box below or contact a Chapter 15 officer
or board member for more information. Dues renewals are due March
10th, 2020. As always, you can pay your dues in person at our meetings.
□ MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
□ NEW MEMBERSHIP

NAME______________________________________________________________
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________
CITY________________________________STATE_________ ZIP_____________
HOME PHONE______________________ALT. NUMBER____________________
SPOUSE NAME (If applicable)__________________________________________
NATIONAL EAA NUMBER_____________________________________________

Please mail this form and a check for $20 made out to “EAA Chapter 15” to:

EAA Chapter 15
1 George Michas Drive
Romeoville, IL 60446

Chapter website: www.eaa15.org
EAA Chapter 15 - 1 George Michas Drive - Romeoville, IL 60446 - www.eaa15.org
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