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Calendar of Events

July 13th Meeting  Program: Smithsonian Flying Machines
July 23-29th-  Air Venture Oshkosh !!
Aug. 11th-  EAA 15 Picnic!!  (Ed Langeland Chairman)

December 15th-  Annual Dinner @ Big Run Golf Course (Not Confirmed 
As of Yet)



EAA Chapter 15 Headquarters Devastated by  
June 29  th   Storm  

0952 PM     TSTM WND GST  ROMEOVILLE   41.60N 88.08W
06/29/2012  M87.00 MPH    WILL IL   OFFICIAL NWS OBS

MEASURED AT NWS OFFICE IN ROMEOVILLE. PINE TREE 10 
INCHES IN DIAMETER SNAPPED AT ITS BASE.

Mother Nature unleashed her fury in the late hours of Friday June 29th, 2012, as evidenced by the 
above storm report published on the National Weather Service website. Unfortunately, the building 
which was home to EAA Chapter 15 for so many years was destroyed, the entire roof being torn off by 
high winds, leaving only the walls of the building standing and the majority of the airport without 
power.

Members of EAA 15 gathered early Saturday morning to begin the clean-up effort, moving the majority 
of items that were salvageable into a vacant T-hangar, graciously provided by Chris Lawson, on the 
North side of the airport. Moving one trailer load at a time, the majority of the large items had been 
cleared out of the building by around 3:30 PM when the members were forced to call it quits, so that 
airport staff who had been working most of the night post-storm, could use the generator to power up the 
hangars one last time to get the door closed before they headed home to get some much needed rest.

EAA 15 has had frequent talks with Chris Lawson regarding the future of our building in the face of 
upcoming improvements to Runway 09-27, and we had hoped that we might be able to remain where we 
were for another 5 or 6 years. Now we are faced with the task of finding a new home for the Chapter, as 
well as making a decision on moving forward with fund raising efforts to construct our own Chapter 
building on land available to us through KLOT. 

The next several months should prove to be pivotal in the future
of EAA 15.



From the Editor

Greetings! Hard to believe it.. the 2012 gathering of aviation enthusiast in Oshkosh is nearly upon us! 
The year has been really rolling by, and this will be the last Chapter meeting coming up before the big 
event which runs July 23rd through the 29th this year. I know that I’m planning to make the trip up there 
by car, although I really haven’t decided which days I’m going to attend, or if I’m going to make it an 
over-nighter. I was contemplating riding the motorcycle, but I’m hoping to do a little bit of part 
shopping while I’m there.. so I better take the truck. Hope to run into some of you there!

The weekend of June 2nd and 3rd brought beautiful weather, and it was a great weekend for aviation. 
Rockford was having their airshow, and Clow was hosting their annual Cavalcade of Planes. There was 
also a small gathering of biplane and classic aircraft at Dekalb along with their EAA Chapter Breakfast 
on Sunday. Sunday also brought the opening of the aerobatic box at Morris airport.

I took the kids to Dekalb for the afternoon on Saturday, and although the gathering was a little on the 
small side (might have had something to do with the TFR in effect due to the big boss being in town), it 
was still a beautiful day to live and breathe aviation. The folks we met up there were nothing but 
friendly, and the Miller family we met up there even offered a ride in their Piper Cub to my little ones. 
They politely declined, most likely because they’ve yet to take a ride in any airplane yet, and I think 
they want daddy to be there with them on their first flight! They had a great time visiting with a couple 
of the local airport pups, watching the airplanes come and go, and having a burger or a dog (hotdog) 
with dad.   

On Sunday, we took a ride to Clow’s event and had a great afternoon there. Of course, we had the 
obligatory hotdog and pop, and spent some time walking the flight line looking at the beautiful planes on 
display there. The kids really had a great time watching the TBM Avengers as they roared their way 
skyward, and circling back around to do the low level pass before departure. I was trying to imagine 
what it looked and sounded like back in the day, when these machines were the cutting edge in our 
military defense and dozens of them would fill the sky at one time!

My son, Wil, poses by a 
beautiful Pitts S II 
which was flown in by 
Ed Thomas and Dan 
Walton from the Aurora 
Airport. Thanks to both 
of them for displaying 
the warm, friendly 
attitude which is the 
trait of people who 
genuinely love aviation. 
They were happy to 
have my 4 and 5 year 
old children within 
inches of such a 
beautiful aircraft.



And hey, if you haven’t been to Clow recently, make sure you stop by the museum there and check out 
the A4 Skyhawk project that they acquired several months ago. It’s going to be restored for static 
display and is going to make a beautiful addition to the aircraft they already have on display there. I’m 
sure they would be happy to have volunteers to help the restoration effort as well.

When the show at Clow was over, we took a quick ride back to KLOT to spend a little time in the 
hangar, and noticed a beautiful Cessna 206 on floats taxiing out to 27 for departure. We got out of the 
truck and sat on the grass just South of the Chapter building while he completed his run-up and readied 
for departure, when suddenly our resident P 51 Mustang peeled into the pattern and entered a Left 
downwind for 27. Unfortunately he had to extend it to the East, as there was already another plane in the 
pattern ahead of him, so we didn’t get to see the beautiful Combat Landing approach I’ve watched him 
perform once before. But it was still a “greaser”, right on the numbers! But, even with that wrap-up to 
such a fun, airplane filled weekend there was one more thing that truly marked a perfect ending to it all-  
my little girl repeating something to me that she has said a couple of times before.. “Daddy, I want to 
build an airplane someday.”

Though my heart was as filled as it could possibly be, I can’t help but wonder if when ‘someday’  finally 
comes, are we still going to be allowed to build airplanes.. to fly freely, without the burden of user fees. 
I think that if we all continue to get out and do our part to support other EAA Chapter events, attend 
aviation shows, continue to sound our voice to our elected officials on the proposed regulations, and be 
the best ambassadors to our sport that we can be, General Aviation will survive.

If you haven’t already done so, read Paul Poberezny’s article  on page 106 in this month’s (June 2012) 
Sport Aviation. In my opinion, his writing is spot-on and I think that we all need to take what he has to 
say there to heart.

The American Barnstormers Tour 2012 is scheduled to make Dekalb Taylor Municipal Airport one of 
its stops August 23rd through August 26th. Visit:  www.americanbarnstormerstour.com for more 
information.  Take a step back into the “Golden Age” of aviation and weather permitting they will be 

giving airplane rides on 
a  daily  basis.  Looking 
at the website, it looks 
like  there  are  only  6 
appearances  scheduled 
for  this  Summer.  And 
it doesn’t look like they 
do  this  every  year,  so 
don’t miss out. I know 
I’m  planning  on 
attending!  (Photo 
courtesy  of  Sarah 
Wilson)

http://www.americanbarnstormerstour.com/


Project Corner
I have yet to receive any photos or information on projects, restorations, etc. that other Chapter 
members are working on or involved in. This month I will share a little about the progress of my 
Skybolt project.

It was a long winter having the upper wing under construction and locked into the spar racks, and 
though I could always picture the finished wing in my mind’s eye, it continued to look like a few 
sawhorses with plenty of wood glued to it. But I have finally reached the stage in the construction 
where I need to cap the top and bottom of the spars with ¼” filler strips, so it was time to decide 
how to lift the wing free from the jig in order to be able to work on the bottom of it. As I am 
mostly working alone, and often at odd hours, I decided to use an engine hoist to lift it free. What a 
sense of accomplishment to see it suspended by a couple of ropes and really looking like a wing!

As I write this, I’ve already spent a few hours on the aileron hinge assemblies, and clamping it all 
to the wings so I can adjust the fit and geometry. Promises to be a challenge to get it as “right” as I 
can.

If you have any photos or even just updates on projects you’re working on, please forward them to 
me at ray@raymoeller.com so that I can add it to the monthly newsletter.

Taken any interesting day hops anywhere recently? Almost everyone has a phone with a camera 
these days. Why don’t you snap a picture or two and email me a few lines about the trip so I can 
throw that into the newsletter as well. Remember, it’s not just our members that read these 
newsletters as they’re also posted on the Chapter website. Somebody, somewhere else might just 
decide it’s a place they’d like to visit as well.

mailto:ray@raymoeller.com


June Meeting Notes by George Linkis

JULY MEETING TO BE HELD IN THE PILOT 
LOUNGE AREA EAST OF THE OLD BUILDING- 
WHERE THE RESTROOM IS LOCATED.
For the July Meeting we’ll have the video Smithsonian Flying Machines thanks to Joe Miller. 
This educational video will bring us up to date on what has been going on when we were deeply 
immersed in building our own! Duration: 60 minutes.

Jerry Massey is back from vacation and will hopefully be able to help us figure out what the 
problem was with last month’s intended program; photos from the Chapter breakfast in May.

The Chapter is still in need of a Program Chairman. Please contact George Linkis at 630-243-
8213 if you have an interest.

The August Picnic is still on and it still is a free-bee! It’s the Chapter’s way of thanking the entire 
membership for such a great year. As usual, it will be Brats, Dogs, Corn and a dessert. At the July 
meeting we will be looking for a head-count so that we don’t over or under buy. Waste not, Want 
not!

And in closing….

Chris Lawson brought to my attention that in last month’s newsletter we forgot to extend a big 
THANK YOU to Neal Houbolt for his contributions to this year’s Chapter Pancake Breakfast! 
Thanks Neal!

Ken Stec showed us a copy of "BruceAir's Guide to ATC Services for VFR Aircraft" available 
for download at www.bruceair.com . There are many links to some great information there as well.

For Sale:  Cutting Tools (Punch and Die)  3 1/8”  for cutting instrument holes  $25.00. 2 ½” and 2 
¼” diam. for lightening holes (Ribs, etc.)  $10.00 each. Carpenter’s Tool Carry Box  $15.00 Also, 
two (2) grills suitable for making pancakes (propane tanks not included). Grills are 20”x 33 ½” and 
20 ½”x 40”. $25.00 each.  Call George @ 630-243-8213.

We’re always looking for additional raffle items, so if you have anything to contribute please 
bring them in. For July we have a bottle of Cabernet Sauvignon, a 6 pocket briefcase, a bottle of 
Avon Body Lotion, a box cutter, and whatever else shows up at the last minute!

Wanted:  (1) Used P185/70R14 tire for the Chapter 15 trailer. Call George @ 630-243-8213.

http://www.bruceair.com/

