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1955-2022
Well, it’s been quite a while since the last official newsletter so enjoy this month’s edition.

EAA Chapter 15 Dues
Hear ye, hear ye… greetings to all men and women of the EAA kingdom. A friendly
reminder to thy fellow Chapter 15 members... dues are due for 2022. We repeat… dues are
due for 2022. They remain the same as 2021, $10 for the year. Please submit ye payment
ASAP at either the next meeting, or you can print the last page and mail it to the address
listed on the form. Speaking of the next meeting:

Next Meeting: Feb 8th
Ye next chapter meeting is on Tuesday, Feb 8th starting at 7:00pm. We will meet at the
conference room at Lewis Airport and will also have the Zoom room open. Log in
information was sent via email. If you did not receive the information, email us at
info@eaa15.org.
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Update: Jimmy Duffy’s World

1955-2022

Hi all! It’s been a while since I last updated everyone on my flying adventures, so here’s what I’ve
have. Over the summer ,I flew many places in Dorothy, mainly with Darren and my girlfriend.
During that time, I learned, the hard way, that you should never park at a Signature FBO. Many of
the trips over the summer and fall consisted of flying with Darren to
visit his daughter at college in DeKalb, or going to enjoy some food at
Lansing. One of my most memorable flights was being able to fly at
my very first Young Eagles Rally. Being able to
say that I have flown 5 Young Eagles is something
I take pride in because that is what pushed me in
to aviation.
Once November came around I took about a two
month break from flying due to a busy work school and my college cross
country running schedule. During this break, I did run my first ever marathon at
Walt Disney World, which was a pretty unique experience, to say the least. I can
honestly say that it is one of the top 10 most painful
experiences of my life.. haha. The day after the marathon,
however, I transferred to Lewis University to start working toward my
aviation degree. Because Lewis is a part 141 flight school, there is a lot of
checks and balances that I have been introduced to, but the biggest one was
that I had to redo my private pilot oral to their standards in order to start my
training with them. Just the other day (1/31), I took my private pilot bypass
exam... and passed! The next big step from here is to start working on my
instrument rating and to make the jump over to flying Cessna’s. If anyone has
some tips or secrets that you’d be willing to let me in on, I’m all ears and would appreciate any bit of
advice!
Until next time,
- Jimmy
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Ray Aviation Foundation
Scholarship information for 2022

1955-2022

We’re taking applications for the 2022 Ray Foundation Scholarship. Candidates must meet the
following criteria:






Minimum of age 15 for glider training.
Age 16-19 for powered flight training.
Possession of a student pilot certificate.
Possession of FAA medical certificate. (private pilot students)
Be able to begin their flight training within 60 days of receiving the award.

Additional consideration will be given to candidates who are former Young Eagles, EAA student
members, and actively participating in the EAA Flight Plan, specifically the Sporty’s Learn to Fly
Course.
Once selected by the chapter, the youth will also be screened by EAA through an application
process, which will require approval from the local chapter. If approved by EAA, the scholarship
recipient will have to comply with the following requirements of EAA Chapter 15:










Partake in two hours of chapter volunteer service per month, such as:
Young Eagles rally volunteering.
Pancake breakfast/fly-in - Cookout volunteering - Concession Trailer
Fundraising Opportunities
Chapter build project support.
Chapter meetings participation.
Assisting other members with aircraft maintenance
Submit regular progress reports, signed off by local chapter and CFI.
Reach flight training milestones, as outlined by EAA’s training timeline.

If you are a possible candidate or know of someone deserving of such a wonderful opportunity,
please reach out to a member of the chapter or contact us at scholarships@eaa15.org
Application form is now available online @ www.eaa15.org/forms/rayapp.pdf
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A word from ye Prez

1955-2022

Wow… it’s been how long since the last newsletter, hasn’t it? As many of you know,
anything that did happen was often talked about during one of the weekly cookouts we
held during the summer. Sadly, that season has come to an end. However, it ended on a
high note as we had over 50 people attend the last ‘official’ one of the year. We’re
looking to have the ‘unofficial’ cookouts on Wednesday’s this year. We’re not sure
when we’ll start up, but the first time we see good weather, we’ll toss out an email.
So I guess I’ll use this space to recap 2021. If I mess anything, I’ll say sorry now. Let’s start out with
our concession trailer. We did a few events last year, starting out with a shortened TBM Reunion
event last May. It was our first run at a larger event outside of our cookouts and we did pretty well
for just winging it. Our next event was quite larger, Canal Days in Lockport. It was a total of 3
days… and I’ll tell you, 3 of us worked all 3 days and we were dead tired. We couldn’t have done it
without the full support of our members. Between set up and tear down, we needed every volunteer.
We even had some outside help stop in and we put them to work real quick. Next, 4th of July in
Dubuque. We won’t talk about what happened up there… but let’s just say it was a biggest learning
experience of all the events.

Our next event, Dellwood car show in Lockport. Not much to say about the experience, again, it’s all
about ‘learning in 2021’. Next, Waukegan Air Show. This was probably the worst event of all last
year. Our location was bad… really bad… ’nough said. Our last event, Joliet Airport’s Open House.
Of all the events, we had a little more fun here. We had a lot of volunteers… actually, too many. We
didn't know how to utilize them all. But, like I said, it was a learning experience at each and every
one. And what did I learn? #1 Communication, #2 volunteer utilization, #3 Keep calm and carry on.
Next up: We had a few Chapter 15 members that have gone west in 2021, Jerry Massey, Larry
Floyd, Jim Therrien, Joe Ermel and Chuck Sullivan. I’m not sure I can add anything else about each
of them that I didn’t already write in the emails that I sent at the time of their passing. God Speed
gentlemen.
Chapter Events: Well, just like 2020, Covid got the best of us. Once again, we put our Poker Run on
hold, along with Drop Sh** from an Airplane (The Challenge), and our annual pancake breakfast.
We’re working on getting things back in order for 2022.
Last but not least: Fellow EAA Chapter 15 member Jim
Klick was inducted in to the Illinois Aviation Hall of
Fame On Oct 7, 2021. A gathering to celebrate his
achievement was held on Oct 21st and several Chapter
members came to celebrate with Jim. We’ll have a more
in depth article in a future newsletter. Congrats Jim!
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Message from Kings Landing

1955-2022

Weekly and daily admission tickets for the 69th edition of EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, EAA’s annual
fly-in convention, are now available online for the event at Wittman Regional Airport in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin, on July 25-31, 2022. Additional special offers and advance purchase parking passes will
be available in the coming weeks.
Again in 2022, all attendees ages 18 and under are admitted free, supported in part by The Boeing
Company. In addition, EAA members who purchase admissions prior to June 15, 2022, are eligible
to receive their admission wristbands in advance via the Express Arrival program. Early purchase
discounts are also available on both daily and weekly admissions. While admissions are available at
the gate, early online purchase gives the best discounts, options for faster entry to the grounds, and
additional information and insights prior to the event.
February 3, 2022 –When volunteers gather at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh in 2022 to build an
airplane in a week, that Sonex Waiex will feature a Rotax 912iS engine, bringing top engine
technology to the One Week Wonder project. The One Week Wonder will start construction on
Monday, July 25 — the opening day of AirVenture — with a goal to taxi the airplane during the
final day’s air show on Sunday, July 31

Chapter 15 Tidbits
There are a couple extra things that we wanted to update everyone on and didn’t have a spot to post.
1) The Taylorcraft project will be starting shortly, we’re just waiting on the weather to break. With
that said…
2) We’ll be starting to organize a tool crib for the chapter. Several members have shown interest to
donate items that have been laying around collecting dust. Also, we have been receiving emails
about items around the northern Illinois area that are being donated to the chapter. A drill press
was recently picked up, along with other small item such as clecos.
3) With the tower becoming operational later this year, along with the dedication, several members
have been working on the wall hangings in the terminal. We’ll announce the dedication date as
soon as it becomes available.
4) The year of the fly-outs. Many people have shown interest in doing more fly-outs. Prior to Covid,
many of our chapter members enjoyed flying to places like Rochelle, Lansing, Pilot Petes, Lake
Lawn… ect. This year, we plan to fly more. If you’re interested in participating, and want to join
the email list for such activities, send us an email at info@eaa15.org. In the past, we used
GroupMe and will continue to do so. But, we’re going to manage the excess texting this time
around. Over the last couple of years, texts were being generated about subjects outside of
aviation. We’ll be exploring a group list of just fly-outs. More info to follow at a later date.
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Joke of the day
1955-2022
Lady: Do you drink beer?
Man: Yes
Lady: How many per day?
Man: 3
Lady: How much do you pay per beer?
Man: $5 each includes tip
Lady” How long have you been drinking?
Man: About 20 years.
Lady: 3 beers a day equates to $450 per month or $5400 per year. In 20 years, that’s
$108,000
Man: Sounds correct.
Lady: Did you know that if you put that money in a saving account, that after interest,
you would have had enough money to buy a plane?
Man: Do you drink beer?
Lady: No
Man: Then where’s you damn plane?

Classifieds
Stratux ADS-B
Dual Band Receiver Aviation Weather and Traffic - AHRS, WAAS
GPS
Now available: $200
W/ 10000mAh External Battery Pack $230
Brand New Unit
The Stratux provides the following ADS-B In services: Flight Information Service-Broadcast
(FIS-B) - FIS-B provides regional and continental NEXRAD radar imagery from the National
Weather Service, as well as NOTAMs, METARs, TAFs, PIREPs, winds aloft and other valuable
in-flight weather services.
Contact Darren @ info@eaa15.org for more info
COMING SOON: Our embroidery Machine is back in business. It took us a while to find the
broken part, but we managed to find the out of production piece. Also, we bought 5 extras!! So,
shirts and hats will be up and running in the next month. We also have some new merchandise
that will be available.
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EAA Chapter 15 Non-Profit Declaration and Legal
Disclaimer

1955-2022

EAA Chapter 15 exists as a non-profit organization whose sole purpose is to promote the interests of
its members, aviation. EAA Chapter Officers, Directors and Leaders serve without compensation
and have sworn to carry out the will of the membership by means of Democratic processes and rules
of order set forth in the Chapter’s by-laws. No claim is made and no liability is assumed, expressed
or implied as to the accuracy or safety of material presented in this publication. Viewpoints of those
who contribute to this newsletter are not necessarily those of EAA Chapter 15, the EAA, or their
board members. You must be of good character, adhere to the chapters by-laws, and respect the
chapters Mission and Value Statement to become a member of the chapter. Dues are $10.00 per year
payable to EAA Chapter 15. Chapter dues are payable at the first meeting of the calendar year.
Member correspondence and newsletter contributions are encouraged to be submitted by email to
info@eaa15.org by the 25th of month to be considered for the next newsletter. Membership can be
found at www.eaa15.org/membership.htm. The form can be filled out and mailed to the address:
EAA Chapter 15
1 George Michas Drive
Romeoville, IL 60446
EAA Chapter 15 meetings:
2nd Tuesday of each month
Board Meeting 6:00 pm
General Meeting 7:00 pm
Location: Lewis Airport (KLOT) in the main conference room.
1 George Michas Dr.
Romeoville, IL 60446
Website: www.eaa15.org

President

Darren Lilja

darren@eaa15.org

Vice President

Jerry Schiera

ggerald@juno.com

Secretary

Terry Scott

terrys@eaa15.org

Treasurer

Tom Williams

jrtwms@sbcglobal.net

Board Member

Jim Christopher

Coming soon

Board Member

Bob Remedi

Coming soon

Board Member

Lee Nelson

Coming Soon

Newsletter Editor

Darren Lilja

darren@eaa15.org

YE Coordinator

Ed Neurnberger

Coming Soon
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Membership Application or Renewal

Please print and complete this form and mail to the address below with a
1955-2020

check for $10 for the Chapter’s 2022 dues. If you are a new member,
please check the appropriate box below or contact a Chapter 15 officer
or board member for more information. Dues renewals are due ASAP. As
always, you can pay your dues in person at our meetings.
□ MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
□ NEW MEMBERSHIP

NAME______________________________________________________________
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________
CITY________________________________STATE_________ ZIP_____________
HOME PHONE______________________ALT. NUMBER____________________
SPOUSE NAME (If applicable)__________________________________________
NATIONAL EAA NUMBER_____________________________________________

Please mail this form and a check for $10 made out to “EAA Chapter 15” to:

EAA Chapter 15
1 George Michas Drive
Romeoville, IL 60446

Chapter website: www.eaa15.org
EAA Chapter 15 - 1 George Michas Drive - Romeoville, IL 60446 - www.eaa15.org
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